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How to View US Public Libraries by Congressional District

Step One:

1.  Go to. http://www.geolib.org/PLGDB.cfm
 and click on GO TO THE MAP.  ON the next page that will appear, click on LAUNCH MAP VIEWER.

2.  Click on the QUICKSEARCH  [image: image2.png]|Quick Search)



  tool to display a new pop-up window. Access the pull-down menu of U.S. States by clicking on the down arrow to select the state of interest.  If desired, you can also choose to limit your search to a central or branch library or to a specific library name or county.  A new window will pop up showing the libraries that meet your search criterion. (In Netscape the map is behind the window.) Click on ZOOM and you should find yourself viewing the map of your selected library.  To have a full view of the map, click the other two windows closed.  Note:  If your browser blocks pop-ups, hold the CTRL key and click on “search” to bypass the block.

Step Two:

1.  You are now viewing the map of your selected library.  Click on the Layer tab 

and you should see a Map Layer interface on the right of your screen.  You will be viewing the information folder on the right of your screen..

2.  If you click on the 

 next to a map layer—the contents will become the active layer.  Checking the 

 beside a map layer makes it visible. Click on the 

 and  

  next to the Congressional Districts box.  The screen should refresh, and congressional district lines should appear. You may want to zoom out so you have a wider perspective of the congressional district [image: image8.png]


.  Note:  If your browser blocks pop-ups, hold the CTRL key and click on 

 to bypass the block.
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3.  Click on the TOOL 

 . Now click within a district (blue intermittent lines) on the map.  
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A data window should pop up with a listing of public libraries in that congressional district and should look like this:
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Note:  If your browser blocks pop-ups, hold the CTRL key and click on 

 to bypass the block.

ONLY ONE DATA LAYER CAN BE ACTIVE AT A TIME.  You may SEE other data layers, such as block group lines and libraries, but you will only get data about public libraries residing in the specific congressional district you selected. You can click on File/Print to publish the list.

*In the near future, as part of the update to 2002 FSCS/NCES data, the Congressional ID Number will be added to the list of library use data that pops up when you interact with the central or branch library use data layer.

Step Three:

You may also link to the ALA CapWiz elected officials search page, searching by zipcode,  http://capwiz.com/ala/dbq/officials/ from the pop up page above.

Step Four:

You may also look up your state official.  You must go through the steps 1 & 2 above, activating the state upper or lower house information layer.  The district number will appear.  You can identify your state’s representatives by going to each state’s website, usually through the Secretary of State’s Office.  For example, below is State 13 (Georgia), District 169 (Lower House – House of Representatives).
	


	Identify Results 





	 State Legislative Districts Lower House

	AREA: 
	0.43114

	PERIMETER: 
	5.33172

	STATE: 
	13

	SLDL: 
	169


Contact:   

Christie Koontz, GeoLib Director, ckoontz@admin.fsu.edu  for more information.

